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Hi guys, no questions today but maybe some helpful info.  I know how this spark ignitor thing works.  I 

got a few of them from what was then Jerryco like 20+ years ago.  This is clearly the exact same product, 

with a slightly different case but the same form factor. 

The trick is that you need to charge a 1 uF capacitor to 70-200 volts and then discharge it through the 

coil primary, which is the two terminals on either side of the one offset terminal.  The spark comes 

between the offset center terminal, which is ground, and the pointy end of the case which is the other 

side of the secondary coil. 

Back in the day I designed a little circuit to run it based on a cheap disposable camera flash unit and a 

SCR.  It will generate up to about 10 pulses per second and they are safe for human contact, similar to 

machines used by chiropractors to loosen up stiff muscles.  They will also throw sparks a couple of cm 

and obviously ignite flammable gases, as they were designed to do. 

-Roger 

 




